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From the Team...

As we come towards the end of another year, we're
reminded that love doesn't just begin and end with one
act — it keeps on giving. Across the world, we're seeing
how generosity, partnership, and faith ripple outward to
transform lives and communities in

lasting ways.

In this edition, you'll discover stories that embody that kind
of love in action. You'll meet Latif, whose dream of driving an
autorickshaw in India became a reality thanks to vocational
training supported by people like you. You'll read about Theo
from Indonesia, whose life was changed by a mother’s prayer
— and whose ministry is now touching lives across his nation.
And you'll see how visits between our partners, both here in
Australia and overseas, continue to strengthen the bonds of
shared mission and hope.

There's plenty of good news to share — from 66 baptisms

in Zimbabwe, to graduates in the Philippines, and to the
growing impact of clean, sustainable communities in India.
Together, these stories remind us that small acts of faith and
kindness can multiply into great gifts for generations.

We also invite you to explore the new Great Gifts Catalogue,
filled with practical, life-changing ways to bless others this
Christmas. From piglets to greenhouses, each giftis a seed
of love that keeps growing.

As Christmas draws near, we're reminded of the greatest
gift of all — God's love made real in Jesus Christ. His love
continues to bring light, hope, and renewal wherever people
give, serve, and share. That same love is alive in every story
you'll read in these pages.

Together, let’s keep bringing God's love to life this Christmas.

With every blessing,

— Colin Battersby,

Al w W
\. - )f Director of Engagement
Q\\ :{:\

Good News

: YOUR IMPACT

66 People Baptised in a River on One
Weekend!

This year, one of the gifted evangelists in
Zimbabwe, Sichoni, started visiting the district
of Zvomukonde, located about 322 kilometres
(4 hours) from Bulawayo. Since June, Sichoni
has been visiting every Wednesday for what is
called a “preaching point” (a pre-church plant),
with approximately 30 people attending each
week. In one weekend during September, he
baptised 66 people in the river! This significant
event highlights the need to establish a new
churchin the area. It has also inspired all the
local evangelists serving with the Associated
Churches of Christ in Zimbabwe, and we hope
it encourages you as well.

Basic Computer Skills Secured a Job for
Shravani

Shravani has secured a job as a computer
operator at a local mall after completing her
Basic Computer course through our partner
Saksham, India. Living in a small house

with her mother and grandmother, she felt
inspired to support her family, especially after
witnessing her mother’s tireless work in a
grocery store. Shravani's new role allows her to
contribute financially, bringing joy to her family
and easing her mother’s lifelong burden.

Being Immersed in Community

Anne Simpson from Churches of Christ in
NSW & ACT was one of 11 participants in an
Indigenous Ministries Immersion Experience
held in September. Being “immersed” in

a place and community was a deeply
impactful and transformative experience for
her. She shared, “It was a privilege to share

in something of the grace, creativity, love
and suffering that marks the way of those
who ‘make the path by walking it together’.
There was so much to learn about forming
communities of deep listening and the kind of
self-giving leadership that we so desperately
need in our world.”
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The Great Gift of
Small-Business Skills

Latif is twenty-five years old and lives with
his parents and a younger brother in one of
Ambernath’s slums. He always wanted to
drive an autorickshaw, but living in poverty,
this was impossible.

He grew up with many responsibilities,
including clearing a large family debt. He
tried various jobs, but the pressure to repay
the family debt pushed him into a cycle

of despair. Each attempt to find stable
employment led to further frustration. The
instability of casual labour meant that
weeks could pass with little to no income,
making it difficult for his family to make
ends meet.

The cost of acquiring a driving license,
coupled with the financial strain on his
family, meant Latif's dream to drive an
autorickshaw was out of reach.

However, Latif saw a glimmer of hope when
he learned about the Saksham driving class,
provided by our Relief and Development
partner, Hosanna Ministries.

4 : SUMMER 2025

Enrolling in the class not only helped him
learn the skills necessary for driving an
autorickshaw but also provided him with the
means to gain his license. Now, he drives an
old autorickshaw owned by a friend and can
earn areliable income.

This newfound stability has been life-
changing for Latif.

Driving an autorickshaw has allowed Latif
to earn a decent livelihood and pay off

his family’s debt. The impact of debt on
families like Latif's living in poverty can be
devastating. Many are trapped in a cycle of
borrowing and insecurity. Thanks to your
support, Latif has been able to break free
from this cycle.

Latif now benefits from the skill of driving
and has taken the crucial steps toward
financial stability. He has established a
small business that enhances his family’s
livelihood and gives them hope for a debt-
free future.

“Driving an autorickshaw
* has allowed Latif to earn a
" decent livelihood and pay
off his family’s debt.”

Because of your support, we can continue to
help people like Latif to access vocational
training and literacy programs through our
partners in India. In the 2024-25 financial
year, 20 men trained as taxi/ rickshaw
drivers and 100% gained employment from
that training!

Our partners, Hosanna Ministries, also
trained 245 people in computer skills, 80
women in beautician skills, 20 women in
adult literacy classes, and over 250 women
in tailoring. Now that's impact!

In this year's Great Gifts catalogue, you
can find gifts that support these livelihood
initiatives and more! Take a look at the new
catalogue online, or use the catalogue you
received in the mail or picked up at your
church to order your Great Gifts today!

You can help more people like Latif find
freedom by giving a Small Business Skills gift
for $60 from our 2025 Great Gifts Catalogue.
Visit www.greatgifts.org.au

Above: Over 250 women have
learned tailoring

Below: Latif holds his new driver’s
license
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Why Partner Visits
Matter

Over the years, there have been many ways
Global Mission Partners has connected

with its partners, but at the heartof it all is a
simple yet profound belief that mission is not
one-way. It is a shared journey of faith and
partnership.

Each visit from our overseas partners to
Australia embodies this truth, creating
space for connection, encouragement and
mutual growth within the global church. We
have enjoyed visits from our partners from
Zimbabwe, Bangladesh, Vietnam, India and
most recently, Indonesia. These visits reflect
the interdependence of the body of Christ.

We asked our staff and partners to reflect
on why inviting our international partners to
Australia matters. Carly Cassidy, National
Church Relationships Manager, said, “These
visits embody the mutuality of the global
church, where mission is not just about
sending, but about partnership and shared
witness.” Just as Apostle Paul and Barnabas
once revisited the churches that supported
them (Acts 14:21-22), they strengthened
believers and reminded them of God'’s
ongoing work.

In the same way, when our partners visit your
churches and events to share their stories,
they testify to God'’s power across cultures
and generations. As Hery Susanto from
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BdJ and Chipo from Zimbabwe
visit Australia, 2024

the Christian Church Theological School of
Indonesia explained, “It's about encouraging
and spurring one another toward love and
good deeds.” His words echo Hebrews
10:24-25, which calls believers to keep
meeting together and to encourage one
another in faith and purpose.

Hearing firsthand accounts of God's grace
in diverse contexts renews faith and restores
hope. Partners’ testimonies, as Revelation
12:11 reminds us, carry power to overcome
fear and discouragement in a world often
filled with bad news. “When our partners
speak about what God is doing in their
communities,” Leah Odongo, Director

of Partnerships, explained. “People are
inspired to join in and become part of these
transformative relationships.”

Relationally, these visits create meaningful
spaces for connection and learning. “It's

a two-way exchange that fosters deeper
understanding,” Leah said. When partners
visit Australia, they meet those who have
prayed, given and stood with them, while
supporters gain a deeper glimpse into the
faith and resilience shaping communities
abroad. These encounters build trust and
reflect genuine partnership.

Chief Executive Officer, John Lamerton,
highlighted how these visits “inspire our

“When our partners visit your
. Churches and events to share
their stories, they testify to God’s
power across cultures and
generations.”

supporters through in-person events

which strengthen the relational connection
and financial support offered by Aussie
churches.” Major Gifts Manager Craig Brown
reflected on the same impact, noting that
“there was something special about this; it
was unfiltered and from the heart. Ideas put
on flesh, as supporters could hear directly
what the benefits were of their support.”

The impact of these visits reaches far beyond
the moment. For our partners, being in
Australia offers fresh cultural experiences
and a deeper appreciation for the people
behind every donation. For supporters,
meeting partners transforms mission from

a charity into shared discipleship and an
ongoing commitment to walk together in
faith.

Hosting our partners also brings a fresh
perspective. “No matter how familiar you
think you are with a project, there are
always nuanced layers that only come

to light through direct interaction,” Leah
said. Conversations, questions and shared
worship reveal insights that written reports
alone could never capture.

Partner visits are far more than events. They
are sacred encounters that strengthen

faith, illuminate God's work across cultures
and remind us that mission is always about
people, journeying together in God's love and
purpose.

Above: Kiron and Nalini visit from
India, 2022

Below: Hery and Theo visit churches
in Australia, 2025
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Meet Theo

Theo's transformation from rebellious
teenager to compassionate leader began
with a mother’s prayer. At 15, growing up in
a broken family in Central Java, Indonesia,
Theo was nearly expelled for fighting with
classmates and teachers.

One pivotal night, as he pretended to sleep
to avoid another lecture, his mother sat
beside him, laid her hand on his head, and
prayed. “For the first time, | felt a deep

love that touched my whole being,” Theo
reflected. “Something stirred in my heart, an
awareness that | was a Christian and my life
had a greater purpose.”

Now 35, Theo serves in his local church
and as Dean of our Indonesian partner,

the Church of Christ Theological School.
His responsibilities include overseeing
schedules, shaping the curriculum and
mentoring lecturers. Recently, he visited
Australia with Hery Susanto to share about
the school with churches in Victoria and
Western Australia.
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When Love Changed Everything:

.

Theo's ministry extends beyond academia to
evangelism across Indonesia’s many islands.
Recently, he ministered to a follower of Isa
who, despite reading her book many times,
still felt empty and longed to meet Jesus.
God led her and her aunt to Theo's church,
and both are preparing for baptism by the
end of this year.

Such transformations inspire his greatest
dream. "My biggest dream is the whole

of Indonesia hearing the name of Jesus,
serving Jesus, and accepting Jesus as Lord
and Saviour,” he said.

Despite challenges across Indonesia’s
diverse religious landscape and the
shortage of workers for such a vast mission
field, Theo finds hope in partnership. “We
are not fighting alone,” he said, grateful

for the Australian supporters who assist
the Church of Christ Theological School in
Indonesia’s work.

Theo's transformed life stands as a living
testimony that God's love never stops
working.

On the Ground

: PARTNER UPDATE

dhiiyaan Discovery Visit, Australia

Eleven people from our VIC, NSW, and

QLD churches participated in the recent
Indigenous Ministries Immersion Trip

held from September 29 to October 2, in
collaboration with our Indigenous partners,
dhiiyaan, at their Bethel property in Dalby,
QLD. Trevor Barker, one participant who
works within criminal justice, shared that

it was an impactful time of “being in a
Christian Aboriginal Community that takes
seriously its call to respect culture and
stories, alongside our faith.” Simon Rissen
from Churches of Christ VIC TAS encourages
others to participate in future immersion
experiences, “If you are looking for a time
and space to experience the richness of
grace, welcome and love, this would be it.”

Celebrating Graduation in The Philippines

The International Christian College of Manila
has celebrated its 23rd graduation with 12
students receiving their Bachelor in Theology
degrees. This year, the college was also
granted government accreditation to accept
international students, with enrolments
already coming from Myanmar, Vietnam and
Cambodia. Students are already making an
impact through local church ministries and
evangelism, including a mission trip east of
Manila where five people were baptised.

Cleaning Up Prakash Tekadi, India

This year, our partners, Hosanna Ministries,
pledged that “cleanliness will be permanent”
in the squatter community of Prakash Tekadi.
They want to see a reduction in the number
of mosquitoes, flies, insects, and snakes,

as well as an end to open defecation in the
shared community spaces. They conducted
a survey and discussion with community
members at Emmanuel Education Centre.
They established a campaign and provided
materials like hand gloves, brooms, big
garbage bags, and shovels to cut weeds and
grass. Seema Pawar shared, “We arranged
to pick up garbage from each house every
morning and asked the community members
to collect waste in a bin or plastic bag.” Now,
Prakash Tekadi looks much cleaner than
before.
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Let’s Pray

: PRAYER PARTNERS

Australia

Indigenous Ministries Australia

We thank God for the connections made
through recent Immersion Experiences
between Indigenous partners, Elders, and
non-Indigenous church leaders. Pray for
wisdom and guidance in planning future
trips in 2026.

Bangladesh

Bandarban Hill Churches of Christ

Pray for pastors and evangelists who are
experiencing challenges.

Pray for the successful construction of the
Bandarban Hill Churches of Christ office.

Pray for the Bandarban Hill Churches
of Christ Secretary General as he works
with a local NGO to design a small
community development project for
Global Mission partners to fund.

Fiji

The Churches of Christ in Fiji

Pray for a smooth and grace-filled
transition as we phase out of our current
partnership.

CEO John Lamerton will be attending
the 40-year partnership celebration
in December. Pray this time would be
meaningful and successful.

Pray for clarity and vision for the Fiji
churches as they step into their next
season of ministry.
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India

Hosanna Ministries

«  Pray for our continued strength as we
carry out this work in joy.

«  Many children in the squatter areas lack
birth certificates and cannot attend
school. Pray for a smooth court process,
for officials, staff, resources and that all

children will soon receive their certificates.

«  Pray for blind community members in
Vangani village who travel by train to earn
a living. Pray for their safety and for God's
provision in their lives.

Indonesia
Asia Pacific International

« Pray for church planters as they nurture
growth in new and existing ministries.

«  Pray for students establishing new
ministries in North Sumatra and Papua
and for ongoing work in North Sulawesi.

Christian Church Theological School of
Indonesia

«  Pray for wisdom for staff and success
in recruiting new students as programs
expand.

« Pray for financial provision for the second
phase of the new dormitory building.

«  Pray for open doors to reach unreached
ethnic groups across Indonesia.

Philippines

International Christian College of Manila (ICCM)

The college welcomed about 100 students

this year. Pray that they continue to
bear fruit as they serve in churches and
outreach ministries.

Pray for God's guidance for the Board of

Trustees and leadership as they discern

the long-term direction of the college.

South Sudan

Christian Mercy International

Praise God that latrines, kitchen and
storage rooms have been installed in two
schools, enabling the World Food Program
to provide lunches for students.

Pray for the new congregations to grow
strong in faith and for the 74 newly
baptised believers to stand firm in Christ.

Pray for ongoing training of church leaders
and students, provision of resources

such as transport, Bibles, songbooks and
materials for church construction.

The Laid Foundation of South Sudan

Pray for preparation of peacebuilding and
conflict resolution training for community,
youth and women leaders..

Thailand

Samut Songkhram Evangelism Center

Pray for success in finding a new location
and for God'’s provision to build a new
mission centre.

Vanuatu

Churches of Christ Conference Vanuatu

Pray for provision to rebuild cyclone-
damaged churches and for those
worshipping without proper buildings.
Pray for effective planning and success in
ongoing community workshops.

: PLEASE PRAY

Find prayer points
updated regularly on our
website or social media

GMP.ORG.AU

@GMPAUSTRALIA

Pray for the new staff to adjust successfully
and stay dedicated to their roles.

Zimbabwe

Associated Churches of Christin Zimbabwe

Pray for pastors and evangelists doing
outreach, home visits and discipleship
across rural areas despite challenging heat.

Pray for church members and families
facing economic hardship, that their needs
would be met and their faith strengthened.

Pray for our partners to complete the
government’'s new NGO registration
process successfully.

Khayelihle Children’s Village

Praise God! We rejoice in the expansion
of our garden, where we have planted
cabbage and over 10,000 butternut plants.

Pray for the four students who are
completing their major examinations.

We've found a relative for one child with
previously untraceable family connections.
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: GREAT GIFTS CATALOGUE

New NAa

T
Great Gifts
Catalogue!

Piglets may start small, but with care they grow
into something life-changing: providing food,
income, and security for families in need.

That's what happens when
you choose a Great Gift.

Your generosity joins with others, creating a ripple
of blessings that restore, resource, and inspire
communities in need across the world.

Our 2025-26 Great Gifts catalogue is brimming
with ways to put your love and generosity into
action. Alongside Piglets, you'll discover Chickens,
a Greenhouse, and old favourites like Healthy
School Snacks and Shoes & Socks. Every gift you
give will help transform lives.

Think of it as a farmyard of generosity: every choice
you make here helps families put food on the table,
earn an income, and build a brighter future.

Together, we can turn small gifts into big
blessings!

Each Great Gift card comes with an uplifting story
based on your gift of choice, so your lucky recipient
can read about the impact of the Great Gift you
purchased.

To receive gift cards for friends and family in
the mail in time for Christmas, please place your
orders before December 5.

www.greatgifts.org.au

Australian Churches of Christ Global Mission Partners Ltd.
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