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It has been a year of incredible 
difficulty for Zimbabwe, and for 
the church there. The number of 
congregations greatly outnumbers 
the number of trained pastors. This 
means that pastors are spread thin 
trying to serve their community, 
and typically have six or more local 
churches to look after. The pandemic 
conditions have made travelling to 
these congregations even harder. 

Despite these challenges, a new 
generation of young leaders are 
emerging, and creating a hopeful 
future for the church in Zimbabwe.

Three years ago, we introduced you 
to Bekithemba and Trymore, two 
students starting their course at the 
Zimbabwe Christian Bible College. 
When they were just starting out, 
Bekithemba and Trymore were full of 
hope for their education. They told us 
how excited they were to learn, and 
shared why they wanted to become 
pastors.

“It’s a calling,” they said. “A calling 
from God. He needs us to serve him, 
to serve his gospel.”

Bekithemba and Trymore, Zimbabwe

Learning to Lead in a 
Challenging World preacher who works in the Palawani 

Circuit. He is now ministering to three 
churches in the circuit.

“To work in the ministry of God, you 
need to keep on learning.”

Bekithemba’s words from three years 
ago seem even more true now. As he 
and Trymore start their service, they 
are learning and adapting to brand 
new challenges. They are learning to 
serve a community in crisis, and give 
them hope.

They aren’t able to do this without 
the support of people like you. 
Supporters of GMP helped Trymore 
and Bekithemba to attend Bible 
college. It’s the gifts given by people 
like you that help them, and their 
classmates, share hope in Zimbabwe 
despite the challenging year.

When you give to Walk for Hope 
this year, you’re helping the next 
generation of pastors like Trymore 
and Bekithemba to learn and grow. 
You’re enabling them to go out into 
their country and spread the hope of 
Jesus to others.

To give to Walk for Hope visit  
www.walkforhope.com.au

“To work in the ministry of God, 
you need to keep on learning,” 
Bekithemba said.

But, as we well know, in 2020 the 
world changed. The COVID-19 
pandemic struck, and Zimbabwe  
has been severely impacted.  
The lockdown and increased border 
control led to shortages of food, 
water and other essentials. Medical 
institutions are struggling to keep up 
with the number of people needing to 
be tested. With the new strains that 
have developed, numbers started 
rising again at the start of 2021.

Zimbabwe is in need of hope — and 
young pastors like Bekithemba and 
Trymore are sharing that hope through 
Jesus! In September, both men  
began their work ministering to people 
in Zimbabwe. 

Trymore is now married, and has two 
children. He and his family are living 
in Zvishavane, and he is preaching at 
Maglas Church. 

Bekithemba is being mentored by 
Pastor Madzore, an experienced 

http://www.gmp.org.au
mailto:info@gmp.org.au
http://www.walkforhope.com.au


2inp
a

rtnership
A

p
ril 2021

There is a connection between 
empathy and how we act. Empathy 
is the capacity to appreciate, value 
and affirm the experience of another 
person. Feelings, reactions and 
struggles are appreciated and, at some 
level, understood. Empathy cultivates 
a relationship where one attends to the 
reality of the other, without judgement 
or blame.

Hebrews 13:1-3 captures this and 
illustrates it clearly. The words “Let 
mutual love (agape) continue” are an 
exhortation to be deeply connected to 
others in unconditional relationships of 
compassion, forgiveness, grace and 
strength. It takes us into a deep, loving 
commitment of solidarity and will.

Three illustrations are given: show 
hospitality to strangers, remember  
those in prison and those being 
tortured. In each we are led beyond 
agreeing that something is important 
and are to directly demonstrate  
our care in action.  

With hospitality – you never know who 
you are hosting (Abraham and Sarah 
– unaware that the strangers were 
angels). Care for the other as though 
you were in prison or being tortured. 
The conclusion is 13:6 is   
“So we can say with confidence, ‘The 
Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
What can anyone do to me?” What 
deep confidence this is.

These three examples of empathy in 
action are at the heart of ministry and 
mission. There are many ways where 
people do not experience hospitality 

News & Events

Walk for Hope 2021 
 
This Easter you can support 
evangelism, church planting and 
leadership training across the world 
when you give to Walk for Hope. 
Give online today at 
 www.walkforhope.com.au 

Did you know?  
 
You can still use the Walk for Hope 
devotional resources, stories and 
videos after Easter to enrich your 
church small group, family or as an 
individual, to go deeper in prayer, 
and connect meaningfully with our 
partners and God.
 www.walkforhope.com.au 

Lived Empathy Image sourced from unsplash.com

Thank you

Walk for Hope

A big ‘Thank You’ to the wonderful 
volunteers in Adelaide who 
assisted with the mailout for Walk 
for Hope! 

because of discrimination, racism 
or rejection. Many are imprisoned 
by life, injustice, past events, the 
actions of others or fears of  
what people may think or say. 
Torture also happens in many 
ways – never being free of the 
past, being controlled by the 
actions or decisions of others, the 
impact of abuse, political control 
and other forms of violence.

The way each of these realities are 
evidenced, changes according to 
particular contexts. The ministry 
of the church finds its focus 
according to its own cultural 
reality. There is no option – 
ministry and activity must address 
such reality. 

In Australia this includes our 
relationship with Australia’s First 
Peoples, the ways that refugees 
and asylum seekers are treated 
and the recent uncovering of 
the ways that abuse in our 
communities is tolerated and not 
acted on. 

We are called to a prophetic life 
of lived empathy; led by Jesus 
who in his humanity was – “in 
every respect tested as we are, 
yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). 
He has sown the seeds of 
hope and courage in us. God’s 
lived empathy with humanity is 
expressed in Jesus, crucified, 
buried and risen to new life.

John Gilmore, 
Executive Officer

“Part of God’s purpose is to produce true 
perseverance and character in us, His children. 
Leading to a hope that is in Jesus. This hope is the 
blessed assurance of our future destiny based on 
God’s love, revealed to us by the Holy Spirit. As it is 
demonstrated in the death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
I hope and pray that everybody will set our focus on 
God and God alone.” 

- Ricardo Garcia, President, International Christian College Manila (ICCM).

Opening the Bible
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Introduction

Ice Bucket Challenge

You need: 

•	 Watertight	buckets	or	con
tainers,	large	enough	(o

r	a	number	enough)	for	everyon
e	in	

your	group	to	put	their	
hands	in,	and	deep	eno

ugh	for	their	hands	to	b
e	submerged	up	

to	their	mid-forearms.	

•	 Large	quantities	of	ice	(hit	
up	a	service	station	or	s

upermarket).	

•	 Water.	
•	 Towels.	
•	 Warm	drinks	(tea,	coffee,	hot

	chocolate)	or	microwave	heat	packs.

•	 Timer	or	timing	device

Explain	to	everyone	tha
t	you’re	going	to	take	o

n	a	challenge	of	perseverance.	The	aim	

of	the	game	is	to	submerge	your	hands	in	thes
e	buckets	and	to	keep	

your	knuckles	

touching	the	bottom	of	the	bucket	for	five	m
inutes.	Do	not	force	any

body	to	play	the	

game	if	they	don’t	want	to.	

Fill	the	buckets	with	ice
,	and	top	up	with	water.

	Make	sure	you	leave	eno
ugh	room	in	

the	bucket	to	add	hand
s	and	arms	(although	some	overflow	would	be	fun

ny	if	outside).	

Set	a	timer	for	five	minutes,	after	which	time	the	game	will	end	regardless	of
	who	is	still	

persevering.	Give	a	cou
ntdown	and	have	every

body	plunge	their	hand
s,	fist	closed,	into	

the	buckets	at	the	same	time.	

Keep	up	the	encourage
ment	while	people	hold	th

eir	arms	in	the	ice	water.	If	peo
ple	shriek	

and	complain	about	the	cold,	lau
gh	it	up	with	them.	As	soon	as	anybody	g

ives	up	and	

takes	their	arm	out	of	the	water,	give	th
em	a	towel	to	dry	off	with	a

nd	something	to	warm	

up	their	hands	with.	Do
	not	shame	or	embarrass	anybody	for	giv

ing	up.	

	
When	the	last	person	pull

s	their	hands	from	the	bucket,	or	when	th
e	timer	goes	off,	the	

game	ends.	

Linking Lines: We’re	about	to	read	a	sto
ry	from	the	Bible	about	hope	a

nd	perseverance	

during	tough	times,	and	how	people	sho
wed	their	relief	and	exc

itement	when	the	person	

they	were	waiting	for	fin
ally	arrived.

Activity

Read Mark 11:1-19 together. 

This	is	the	story	of	Jesu
s’	entry	into	Jerusalem	shortly	before	his	cruci

fixion.	It	is	the	

story	told	on	Palm	Sunday,	one	week	befo
re	Easter.

	
Give	every	person	a	co

py	of	the	story	from	the	same	translation.	Choose	tw
o	or	

more	of	the	following	Bib
le	Jam	methods	to	read	the	story

	together:

•	 Letter Change: Select	one	common	letter	of	the	alphabe
t	(if	you	are	unsure,	‘s’	

is	usually	a	good	option
).	Designate	one	person

	to	start	reading.	That	p
erson	

should	read	up	to,	but	n
ot	including,	the	first	wo

rd	beginning	with	the	ch
osen	

letter.	Then	the	person	
to	their	left	should	take

	over	up	to,	but	not	incl
uding,	the	

next	word	beginning	wi
th	the	chosen	letter,	and

	so	on.	Continue	in	this
	way	until	

the	end	of	the	passage
.	This	activity	can	be	do

ne	multiple	times	in	a	row,	with	a	

different	designated	let
ter	each	time.	

•	 Stop Reading: Designate	one	person
	to	start	reading.	They	c

an	then	stop	

reading	whenever	they	
choose,	at	which	point	

the	person	to	their	left	s
hould	

immediately	continue	readin
g	from	where	they	left	off,	and

	so	on.	Continue	in	

this	way	until	the	end	o
f	the	passage.	

•	 Interrupt:	Designate	one	person
	to	start	reading.	Tell	the

	person	to	their	left	that
	

they	can	interrupt	at	an
y	time	and	continue	reading

	from	wherever	they	choose	

to	interrupt.	Once	they	
are	reading,	the	person

	to	their	left	can	interrup
t	at	any	

time,	and	so	on.	Continue	
in	this	way	until	the	end

	of	the	passage.	
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Discussion

•	 Tell	us	a	story	of	a	time	when	you	were	lookin
g	forward	to	something	happening.		

How	did	it	feel	before	th
at	thing	happened?	Ho

w	did	it	feel	afterwards?
	

•	 During	the	last	year,	did	yo
u	have	anything	that	yo

u	had	to	miss	out	on,	or	had	to	lea
ve	

for	a	future	time?	How	did	it	feel	to	ha
ve	to	wait	for	that	thing

?	

•	 When	we’re	waiting	for	go
od	things	to	happen	in	

the	future,	especially	th
ings	that	we’re	

unsure	when	–	or	even	
if –	they’ll	happen,	we	a

re	hoping.	What	are	some	of	the	ways	

you	have	stayed	excite
d	about	things	that	are	

coming	in	the	future	–	the	w
ays	you’ve	

kept hoping?	

Here	are	some	questions	you	might	consider	asking	yo
ur	group.	This	list	is	not

	

exhaustive,	and	you	sh
ould	prioritise	asking	qu

estions	that	are	relevan
t	to	the	

discussion	your	group	i
s	sharing.	Try	to	have	e

very	person	in	the	grou
p	answer	at	

least	one	question.	If	yo
u	get	someone	talking	in	the	grou

p	early,	they	are	more	likely	

to	contribute	later.	Attem
pt	to	ask	questions	that

	link	the	story,	the	activ
ity,	and	the	

members	of	the	group	toget
her.	

This resource is designed to sit alongside the Walk For Hope Study Resources 

and	provide	an	opportu
nity	for	young	people	a

nd	youth	groups	to	con
tinue	or	enhance	

discussion	in	the	lead	u
p	to	Easter.

Please feel free to adapt and modify this resource in any way you 

see	fit	for	your	group.
	There	is	extra	space	f

or	you	to	make	additions	

or notes at the end of this booklet. 

Resources Available

•	 When	we’re	waiting	for	good	things	to	happen	in	the	midst	of	hardship	and	having	to	
keep	living	life	in	the	midst	of	uncertainty,	change,	and	difficulty,	we	are	persevering.	
When	we	did	the	ice	bucket	challenge,	what	were	some	of	the	things	you	did	to	help		
you	persevere?	

•	 During	this	past	year	and	its	many	hardships,	what	are	the	ways	you	helped	yourself	and	

others	persevere?	In	what	ways	did	others	help	you	persevere?	•	 In	the	story	from	the	Bible,	the	people	of	Jerusalem	had	been	hoping.	What	had	they	
been hoping	for?	(The	coming	Messiah,	freedom,	peace,	safety,	autonomy,	control	over	
their	own	lives)	

•	 The	people	of	Jerusalem	had	been	persevering	as	well.	What	had	they	been	enduring?	
(Roman	oppression,	violence,	danger,	exploitation,	lack	of	freedom,	lack	of	control	over	
their	lives)	

•	 What	are	your	hopes	for	the	year	ahead,	for	yourself	and	your	neighbourhood?	•	 What	things	are	you	and	your	neighbourhood	going	to	need	to	persevere	through		
this	year?	

•	 What	are	the	ways	you	and	your	church	community	can	help	your	neighbourhood	
persevere	with	hope?

COVID relief support, 
Bangladesh

Baptism, Bangladesh
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Read	Reaching	People	Despite	Challenges	together	on	the		
following	page.	This	is	a	story	of	a	GMP	partner	church	in		
Bangledesh,	and	the	amazing	work	God	is	doing	with	the		
Bandarban	Hills	Churches	of	Christ	and	Pastor	Rambuai.	 
Give	every	person	a	copy	of	the	story	to	read	along	with	if		
they	choose.	

Discussion	
•	 What	stands	out	to	you	from	this	story?	Where	do	you		see	hope?	Where	do	you	see	perseverance?	•	 How	do	you	want	to	pray	for	the	Bandarban	Hills	Churches		of	Christ?	

•	 Spend	some	time	together	in	prayer	for	all	the	things		you	have	discussed	as	a	group.

A Story of Hope

Reaching People  
Despite Challenges
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The	global	pandemic	has	made	many	things	impossible	this	past	year.	But	it	has	not	stopped	God	from	showing	His	
blessing	to	people	who	seek	him.
Pastor	Rambuai	is	a	full-time	minister	of	the	Bandarban	Hills	
Churches	of	Christ.	He	focuses	on	outreach	to	the	local	Mru	
community.	The	Mru	people	are	a	tiny	minority	group	within	
Bangladesh,	and	their	language	and	history	are	severely	in	
danger	of	being	lost.

For	the	church	that	serves	this	community,	the	language	becomes	an	incredibly	
important	factor.	Without	resources	or	preaching	in	their	own	language,	it	can	be	
difficult	for	people	to	hear	or	understand	the	message	of	God	that	is	being	shared.	
And	even	though	these	resources	exist,	they	are	still	limited.In	addition	to	the	language	barrier,	the	pandemic	has	made	it	more	difficult	to	share	
the	Gospel.	Restrictions	were	placed	on	public	gatherings,	including	church	services.	
The	curfew	and	limits	on	public	and	private	transportation	made	it	difficult	to	travel	
and	reach	the	communities	they	serve.
Despite	these	challenges,	Pastor	Rambuai	shared	with	us	a	story	of	a	young	woman	
who	found	Jesus	during	the	pandemic.	A	young	man	from	his	congregation	had	met	
her,	and	over	time,	the	two	became	close.	He	shared	his	beliefs	with	her,	telling	her	
about	his	personal	relationship	with	Jesus.
After	some	time,	she	came	to	Pastor	Rambuai	asking	to	be	baptised!	She	was	
baptised	in	the	river,	and	soon	after,	she	and	the	young	man	were	married.	Seeing	a	
new	soul	come	to	faith	and	be	baptised	brought	great	joy	to	the	church.Pastor	Rambuai	also	gave	her	a	gift	upon	her	baptism;	a	songbook	and	Bible	—	in	her	
own	language!	Over	many	years,	Christians	in	Bandarban	have	worked	to	translate	
the	Bible	to	Mru	language,	and	share	it	with	those	around	them.	There	are	now	Mru	
pastors	and	preachers	who	are	sharing	the	Gospel	with	people,	and	some	are	hearing	
it	for	the	very	first	time.
They	are	able	to	do	this	with	the	help	of	supporters	like	you.	In	2020,	124	people	
came	to	Christ	through	the	Bandabaran	Hills	Churches	of	Christ.	In	2021,	they	hope	
to	see	200	people	baptised	by	the	church.
When	you	give	to	Walk	For	Hope,	you’re	enabling	the	ministry	of	churches	like	the	
ones	in	the	Bandarban	Hills.	You’re	helping	their	preachers	persevere	in	the	face	of	
these	challenging	circumstances.
You’re	spreading	hope	to	the	most	remote	reaches	of	Bangladesh,	through	our	family	
in	Christ.

All-Ages Bible Study  

and Discussion Resource

  
 Hope in
Hardship

http://www.walkforhope.com.au
http://www.walkforhope.com.au
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Torlie is a small kindergarten serving 
the Wutsunmwel community in 
Central Pentecost. Without a source 
of clean, safe water at the school, 
children are unable to wash their 
hands properly. The water they have 
access to at home can also be very 
limited. So, everyone was excited 
to hear that a new water tank was 
coming to the kindergarten.

The water tank bound for Torlie 
Kindergarten arrived in Vanuatu 
before Cyclone Harold struck the 
coast in April of last year. Linda 
Vusi, Community Development 
Co-ordinator, went along with 
representatives from the school to 
pick the tank up from Luganville, 
on Espiritu Santo. Between the two 
towns is a 100km journey across  
the ocean. 

“The tanks came in before 
Cyclone Harold,” Linda tells us, 
“And had been in the Churches 
of Christ Church Board area. We 
collected the tank, three gutters, 
and other parts, on the ship to 
Central  Pentecost.”

But sadly, the destruction caused 
by the cyclone pushed community 
development back significantly. It 
wasn’t until August that the water 
tank could finally make its way to 
the community that desperately 
needed it.

On August 10 the people from 
Wutsunmwel broke ground at the 
project. Men and women worked 
together clearing land, carrying 
water and laying bricks to build a 
slab for the water tank to sit on.

Two days later, the guttering was 
attached to the side of the school 
building. A long pipe connected 
the gutters to the tank, to fill it with 
clean rainwater. 

Finally, the tank was ready to be 
installed! It was carried up to the 
slab and connected to a brand-new 
pipe stand with a tap — so that the 
kids can easily get clean water!

Torlie Kindergarten had their end of 
term break up and decided to hold 
a dedication for the new water tank! 
The kids decorated the tank and tap 
with balloons and flowers. 

“There was also the dedication 
prayer over the tank before the 
children can use it,” Linda says.  
“A letter was made to the President 
of the Central Pentecost Church 
Board, Pastor Edwin Tabi, to  
come and officially dedicate the  
water tank.”

Pastor Edwin did come down to 
the school to offer a prayer of 
blessing, and cut the ribbon on 
the water tank. That’s how excited 
the community were for Torlie 
kindergarten to receive water!

Clean Water for Kids after the Cyclone
“We are fortunate to have the water 
tank,” says Linda. “It will be used for 
children’s learning activities…and for 
health and sanitation practices.”

Your support of Safe Water 
September has helped to ensure 
people like the children at Torlie 
Kindergarten are able to receive 
access to safe water! Your gifts 
enable these projects to continue, 
and will help more communities just 
like Wutsunmwel provide safe, clean 
water for their children. 

“I would like to acknowledge the 
inclusion of Torlie Kindy and Primary 
School in this year’s project, and 
convey our appreciation to the 
donors of the project,” Linda says.

You can read more  
stories like this online at  
www.safewaterseptember.org.au 

SPOTLIGHT

Preparing the slab for the water tank at Torlie Kindergarten, Pentecost.

The  new water tank decorated by the 
Kindergarten children.

http://www.safewaterseptember.org.au
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Standing Together in Prayer with Vanuatu

Melbourne Songlines 
Walking Tour 

On Friday March 5, people around 
the world gathered for the World 
Day of Prayer to celebrate and 
remember in prayer Vanuatu. 
Vanuatu is a beautiful country of 
picturesque beaches, coral reefs 
and tropical fish, waterfalls and 
lush foliage. The greatest privilege, 
however, is in getting to know  
its people. 

The program for this event was 
beautifully written by the women of 
Vanuatu, collaborating across the 
Christian denominations. It was a 
privilege to be invited to share at 
one of these World Day of Prayer 
events in Adelaide as the guest 
speaker, reflecting on the theme, 
‘Building on a Strong Foundation’ 

based on Matthew 7:24-27.  
Having been part of several team 
visits to Vanuatu, we experienced 
how important both a spiritual 
and physical foundation is. When 
Vanuatu became an independent 
nation in 1980, they took the motto 
‘Long God Yumi Stanap’ - ‘In God 
We Stand’. Christianity put an end to 
many tribal wars under a centralised 
government, and today it is 
predominantly a peaceful Christian 
nation. Then, in terms of physical 
foundations, this was represented 
by cyclone strapping, which is 
important for any building to stay 
standing in the face of the many 
cyclones, earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions that are also part of life  
in Vanuatu. 

It was also a joy to share the news 
and pictures of Londua Technical 
College reopening in February on 
Ambae after the eruption of the 
Manaro Voui volcano in 2018, that 
forced the entire population to flee 
the island.

Decorating the church for the prayer 
event, with the many baskets, fans, 
mats, feathers, dresses and material 
we had been so generously given 
over the years, including wearing 
an ‘aelan’ dress, brought back 
many happy memories of partnering 
together with God’s people in 
Vanuatu. Together, as one family in 
God, we stand strong.

Val Zerna,  
SA/NT Partnership Coordinator

 Ruth Gates, from Brooklyn Park Church of Christ (Left), with Val Zerna on the World Day of Prayer. 

The Songlines walking tour of inner-city sites in Melbourne is 
designed to offer an insight into local Indigenous history and culture 
with a view to increasing awareness and sensitivity to the social, 
political, physical and spiritual forces affecting many Indigenous 
Australians both in the past and today. Tours are for church groups, 
leadership teams, study groups or anyone looking to learn more 
about the Indigenous and Christian history of the Melbourne area.  
Book your tour with IMA Coordinator Nick@gmp.org.au 

RICE Movement participating in a Songlines tour,  
March 2021.

“I really enjoyed learning more about all of the forces affecting 
Indigenous Australians in Melbourne and I felt that I had enough 
time to digest it. I loved the history and you spoke about it with such 
passion, we couldn’t help but be drawn in.” 
— Carly (past tour attendee)

https://www.dropbox.com/s/0z57wv8xhj5klzd/Songlines%20walking%20tour%20FLYER.pdf?dl=0
mailto:Nick%40gmp.org.au?subject=Songlines%20Walking%20Tour

