
to see how we can contribute to real 
change from our own backyard when 
there is so much to be done. This hasn’t 
stopped churches across Australia’s 
Sunshine State from engaging in 
life-changing projects and making a 

 
Mission Partners. 

Caboolture Living Hope Church of Christ 
is a small and committed group who are 
bringing real change on a global scale. 
One way they are doing this is through 
the Emmanuel Children’s Program in 
South Sudan. 

The church started supporting the 
Emmanuel Children’s Program by 

children take part in school lessons 
under a tree in South Sudan. Through 
child sponsorship, the church helped 
provide daily meals to students who 
have been impacted by decades of 
civil unrest.  

With continued support from churches 
like Caboolture Living Hope Church 
of Christ, the school has experienced 

in classrooms and have access to a 
school chaplain who looks after their 

spiritual needs. The caregivers for these 
children are being supported by the 
provision of goats, which in turn provide 
income that allows them to pay for the 
children’s education. 

With the news of a severe famine  in 
South Sudan, Caboolture Living Hope 
Church of Christ committed to fund-
raising for an ox and plough, hoping 
that this may impact positively on one 
family. Little did they realise that this 
valuable gift would be shared between 

70 people!  

The objective of the ox and plough 
project was to more than double the 
production of peanuts or ‘groundnuts’ in 
their farms by increasing the area of land 
that each household could farm. With 
God’s rich blessings, the project has 

GMP’s Queensland Partnership Coordin- 
ator, Vicki Marney, said that God has not 
only been working in South Sudan, but 
also within the church at Caboolture. 

“We often think that it is us that is going 
to bring about the change. God often 
has another plan and that is to bring 
change into our lives. I have seen this 
happen in my own life as well as others’ 
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through Church to Church Partnerships 
and visits with our partners,” Vicki said. 

Nigel Potticary, from Toowoomba North 
Church of Christ, recently shared about 
the impact that his visits to a church 
community in Ambae, Vanuatu, have had 
on his life. 

“They showed us how to serve, they 
showed us how to worship, they showed 
us hospitality and they showed us family. 
We are God’s family,” 

Though Nigel and the community he 

they are all brothers and sisters through 
Christ. “Through this experience, God 
has changed me. I have learnt not to say 
no to God, or to an opportunity to serve 
Him—mainly because I will miss out on 
an opportunity to grow spiritually in my 
faith,” he said. 

In 2019, Sunnybank Church of Christ 
is considering sending a team to visit a 
partner church in Fiji for the third time. 

Kevan Denny, Senior Minister at 
Sunnybank Church of Christ, has 
recently returned from a trip to Fiji where 
he was able to visit and encourage the 
church leadership there on the Coral 
Coast. As well as encouraging them, 
Kevan undertook valuable teaching 
with the church on themes of Christian 
leadership. This provided the church 
with a valuable foundation as it prepares 
to identify and develop the leaders of  
the future. 

“It is partnerships like these that bring real 
change in our world. Each one of us can 

we live,” Vicki said. 

You and your church can bring real 
change through a GMP church 
partnership. If your church is interested 
in learning and growing by participating 
through a direct partnership, visit:  
www.gmp.org.au/get-involved/church-to-
church-partnerships 

Engaging in  Change 

Team from Sunnybank Church of Christ visited Fiji in 2017 

http://www.gmp.org.au
mailto:info@gmp.org.au
http://www.gmp.org.au/get-involved/church-to-church-partnerships
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Doing What is Right

News & Events

INTERWOVEN: Surrender19
The Surrender19 Conference is a 
gathering of Christians from across 
Australia to share ideas, stories 
and hope on justice, discipleship 
and mission. It is for people from 
all walks of life – with workshops 
for first-timers, amazing keynote 
speakers and performing artists, 
fantastic activities for all ages, 
and heaps more! Register now for 
the March 21-24 conference in 
Melbourne. 
www.surrender.org.au/conference

WALK FOR HOPE
this Good Friday: April 19
You can learn more about Walk for 
Hope and how to get involved on 
page 4.

Paul sets a standard for all of us 
involved in the administration 
and distribution of money. When 
describing his desire to do well 
with this generous gift that we are 
administering, he says, “for we 
intend to do what is right not only in 
the Lord’s sight but also in the sight 
of others” (2 Corinthians 8:20-21).  
So, how are we doing in the Lord’s 
eyes and in the eyes of others?  

This week GMP received an audit 
report into our various policies 
on the Prevention of Exploitation, 
Sexual Abuse and Harassment, 
the Protection of Children, the 
Protection of Whistle-blowers and 
Prevention of Bullying. It also looked 
at how well our staff understands 
these documents.

GMP came through pretty well. 
We need to do more work in some 
areas and ensure that these policies 
are known and understood by our 
staff and partners. 

The reality is, that we, and all other 
church institutions, face a greater 
level of suspicion and scrutiny. We 
can’t simply say, “Trust us because 
we do well in the Lord’s sight”.  
We must also have high standards 
in the ‘sight of the other’.

GMP, along with all other Christian 
ministries working in the field 
of international mission and 
development, has increasing levels 
of compliance and related costs. 
Additionally, some of what we 
have done in the past is no longer 
acceptable and must change.  
Let me give two examples:

1. GMP is supportive of the 
initiatives to end ‘orphanage 
tourism’ and to have new 
standards for residential 
programs for children. One of 
our staff, Jan Bayliss, is part of a 
group creating standards for the 
operation of such activities as 
well as guidelines about overseas 
visitors to such programs. 

2. New guidelines are being put 
in place that will cover all funds 
sent to ministries overseas. The 
Australian Charities and Not-for-
Profit Commission have prepared 
new standards to ensure that 
money is used for the purpose for 
which it was given. This is a good 
step and is consistent with our 
practice.

There are times when these 
added layers of accountability and 
complexity are overwhelming, and 
we can be tempted to say enough 
is enough! 

On the other hand, more often 
than not, taking time to reflect 
on the words of Jesus about our 
responsibility to safeguard children 
(Luke17:1-2) and the importance of 
having high integrity as a ministry 
leads us to a different conclusion. 

Yes, we are being given more work 
to do. Doing what is right in the 
eyes of the Lord and in the eyes of 
others does protect the vulnerable 
and affirm the integrity of GMP as  
a Christian ministry.

John Gilmore, 
Executive Officer

 
For even more of the latest news, 
check out out website or follow  
us on facebook.

www.gmp.org.au 

facebook.com/gmpaustralia
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A Home For Hazel 

Hazel is one of many children 
in Zimbabwe who have been 
separated from family as a result 
of hardship. With no family able to 
take care of her, Hazel faced an 
unsafe and uncertain future with  
no education or provision for her  
basic needs.

Bulawayo, Zimbabwe’s second 
largest city, is known for its rich 
culture and history, but it has also 

economic hardship and the AIDS 
epidemic in Zimbabwe. 

Khayelihle Children’s Village (KCV) 
was established to care for children, 

the ongoing socio-economic crises. 
KCV provides hope to those who 
would otherwise be without hope 
and with a strong belief that God sets 
the lonely in families (Psalm 68:6). 

Children at KCV grow in a holistic 
environment that meets their 
physical, emotional, spiritual and 
educational needs. Children like 
Hazel attend local schools, learn 
vital life skills and grow up as part 
of a family unit at the village. KCV 
understands that the best possible 
solution for many children is to 
be reunited with members of their 
family of origin. While caring for 
Hazel and providing for her needs, 

 that 
Hazel was separated from with the 
hope of re-establishing a relationship. 

When KCV located Hazel’s 
grandmother, the team started 
working towards reuniting Hazel 

with her family. Her grandmother is 
unemployed and relies on a drought 
relief program, making KCV’s 
support vital to her ability to meet 
Hazel’s ongoing needs.

Through the generous donations 
of people like you, it is possible for 
KCV to provide this vital ongoing 
support. It ensures the safety 
and wellbeing of children and the 
families that they are reconnecting 
with. For Hazel, your support made 
it possible for her to re-establish a 
loving and supportive relationship 
with her grandmother. 

Being reunited with families 
becomes a life-changing reality for 
children like Hazel.

With the provision of supplementary 
food and stationery from KCV, 
Hazel will continue to grow 
and attend school. With basic 
business management training, 
and a grant for a self-sustaining 
project, her grandmother will have 
the opportunity to become self-

KCV will continue to be involved in 
Hazel’s life, with regular home visits 
to ensure her safety and provide 
psychosocial support where needed.

Because of the generous support 
KCV receives, as well as its passion 
for reconnecting children with their 
families, the number of children 
living at the village has reduced to 
just 49. These children continue to 
grow in an environment that meets 
their physical, emotional, spiritual 
and educational needs. 

SPOTLIGHT

With your ongoing support, KCV will 
be able to continue to provide for 
the children in their care, and also 
for children like Hazel who have 
been reunited with their families.

You can support the children at 
KCV or families reuniting with their 
children by purchasing a gift from 
the 2018-19 Great Gifts catalogue. 

www.greatgifts.org.au

Hazel and the netball team

Shirt or Skirt 
A school uniform for children  
at KCV 
and get equal opportunity for a great 
education IN ZIMBABWE

Local Business 
A business start-up program will help 
support families, enabling them to 
provide safe and supportive kinship 
care for vulnerable kids IN ZIMBABWE 

$100

$10

http://www.greatgifts.org.au


4inp
a

rtnership
M

a
rch 2019

What Are You Walking For?  
A walk with God is full of hope. 
Church communities like yours 
can share this powerful hope with 
people like Agnes (pictured below).  

Agnes lives in rural Zimbabwe, but 
like you, she is an active member of 
a church that meets each Sunday. 
She attends faithfully, but getting 
to church hasn’t always been easy. 
Every Sunday, Agnes would walk an 
exhausting 15 kilometres to attend 
the nearest service to her home. 

For many people like Agnes, living 
in rural areas around the world, 
walking long distances to church is 
their only option. While some set out 
on a five to 10 kilometre walk each 
Sunday, others face a challenging 
walk of up to 25 kilometres. Being 
so far from church makes service 
attendance difficult, isolates people 
from their church community, and 
limits involvement in church life – 
and the challenges are not limited 
to distance.  

Your own spiritual journey has no 
doubt been influenced by the hope 

of the gospel and the ministries of 
your local church, but many people 
around the world still don’t have 
access to the hope brought by 
Christian ministries. Many people 
have no Christian presence in their 
communities and, as a result, have 
never heard the gospel. Others have 
no pastor to lead a local church, or 
are confined to their homes due to 
illness or injury. Without evangelists 
or trained pastors to visit them, 
they have little to no opportunity to 
hear the gospel and be a part of a 
Christian community. 

This Good Friday, as you reflect on 
your spiritual walk for hope, you 
can give that hope to others by 
walking to church. Walk for Hope is 
a challenge run by Global Mission 
Partners (GMP) to walk to church, 
raise money and give people 
hope through access to Christian 
ministries. By planning a one, five 
or 10-kilometre walk, and with 
the support of family and friends, 
the money you raise will plant 
new churches, train pastors and 
send evangelists to share Jesus’ 
message of hope to more people.  

Because of the support of people 
like you, a new church has been 
planted near Agnes’s home, cutting 
the distance from her home to 
church in half! Agnes is actively 
involved in the church, and even 
helped to make and lay the bricks 
for the church building. Today, she 
is a leader in women’s fellowship 

and visits many people around her 
community to encourage them and 
share the hope that she has found.  

We recently heard from BJ Mpofu  
“I met Agnes today at Msipani Circuit 
Churches, where the six churches 
had their first circuit service. Agnes 
is now vice secretary of her Circuit. 
Every year senior leadership 
positions change but she was 
asked to remain on the executive as 
vice secretary. She enjoys visiting 
the sick in her church and going for 
prayer meetings.”

The generous support from last 
year’s Walk for Hope has made 
a huge difference to people like 
Agnes. The community has been 
able to build a Pastor’s house, a 
Church Office and buy a second 
hand truck for use by the different 
committees in the Circuit over 
the last five years. Now they are 
planning to build a children’s 
Ministry Classroom. The bricks 
have been made and construction 
should begin soon. 

By getting yourself and your church 
community involved in Walk for Hope 
you will be making it possible for 
more people like Agnes to attend 
and contribute to their churches.  

It’s as easy as walking to church. 
Sign up today at WalkforHope.com.au

http://walkforhope.com.au/

